Slaves In The Family Edward Ball
Yeah, reviewing a books Slaves In The Family Edward Ball could accumulate your near friends listings. This is just one of the solutions for you to be
successful. As understood, endowment does not recommend that you have fantastic points.
Comprehending as skillfully as concord even more than supplementary will meet the expense of each success. neighboring to, the message as skillfully
as insight of this Slaves In The Family Edward Ball can be taken as competently as picked to act.

Slavery in the United States Charles Ball 1837
Cane River Lalita Tademy 2001-04-17 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER
OPRAH'S BOOK CLUB PICK The unique and deeply moving saga of four
generations of African-American women whose journey from slavery to
freedom begins on a Creole plantation in Louisiana. Beginning with her
great-great-great-great grandmother, a slave owned by a Creole family,
Lalita Tademy chronicles four generations of strong, determined black
women as they battle injustice to unite their family and forge success on
their own terms. They are women whose lives begin in slavery, who
weather the Civil War, and who grapple with contradictions of
emancipation, Jim Crow, and the pre-Civil Rights South. As she peels back
layers of racial and cultural attitudes, Tademy paints a remarkable picture
of rural Louisiana and the resilient spirit of one unforgettable family.
There is Elisabeth, who bears both a proud legacy and the yoke of
bondage... her youngest daughter, Suzette, who is the ﬁrst to discover the
promise-and heartbreak-of freedom... Suzette's strong-willed daughter
Philomene, who uses a determination born of tragedy to reunite her
family and gain unheard-of economic independence... and Emily,
Philomene's spirited daughter, who ﬁghts to secure her children's just due
and preserve their dignity and future. Meticulously researched and
beautifully written, Cane River presents a slice of American history never
before seen in such piercing and personal detail.
Black Titan Carol Jenkins 2009-04-02 The grandson of slaves, born into
poverty in 1892 in the Deep South, A. G. Gaston died more than a century
later with a fortune worth well over $130 million and a business empire
spanning communications, real estate, and insurance. Gaston was, by any
measure, a heroic ﬁgure whose wealth and inﬂuence bore comparison to
J. P. Morgan and Andrew Carnegie. Here, for the ﬁrst time, is the story of
the life of this extraordinary pioneer, told by his niece and grandniece, the
award-winning television journalist Carol Jenkins and her daughter
Elizabeth Gardner Hines. Born at a time when the bitter legacy of slavery
and Reconstruction still poisoned the lives of black Americans, Gaston was
determined to make a diﬀerence for himself and his people. His ﬁrst job,
after serving in the celebrated all-black regiment during World War I,
bound him to the near-slavery of an Alabama coal mine—but even here
Gaston saw not only hope but opportunity. He launched a business selling
lunches to fellow miners, soon established a rudimentary bank—and from
then on there was no stopping him. A kind of black Horatio Alger, Gaston
let a single, powerful question be his guide: What do our people need
now? His success ﬂowed from an uncanny genius for knowing the answer.
Combining rich family lore with a deep knowledge of American social and
economic history, Carol Jenkins and Elizabeth Hines unfold Gaston’s
success story against the backdrop of a century of crushing racial hatred
and bigotry. Gaston not only survived the hardships of being black during
the Depression, he ﬂourished, and by the 1950s he was ruling a
Birmingham-based business empire. When the movement for civil rights
swept through the South in the late 1950s and early 1960s, Gaston
provided critical ﬁnancial support to many activists. At the time of his
death in 1996, A. G. Gaston was one of the wealthiest black men in
America, if not the wealthiest. But his legacy extended far beyond the
monetary. He was a man who had proved it was possible to overcome
staggering odds and make a place for himself as a leader, a captain of
industry, and a far-sighted philanthropist. Writing with grace and power,
Jenkins and Hines bring their distinguished ancestor fully to life in the
pages of this book. Black Titan is the story of a man who created his own
future—and in the process, blazed a future for all black businesspeople in
America.
The Genetic Strand Edward Ball 2007-11-06 The Genetic Strand is the
story of a writer's investigation, using DNA science, into the tale of his
family's origins. National Book Award winner Edward Ball has turned his
probing gaze on the microcosm of the human genome, and not just any
human genome -- that of his slave-holding ancestors. What is the legacy
of such a family history, and can DNA say something about it? In 2000,
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after a decade in New York City, Ball bought a house in Charleston, South
Carolina, home to his father's family for generations, and furnished it with
heirloom pieces from his relatives. In one old desk he was startled to
discover a secret drawer, sealed perhaps since the Civil War, in which
someone had hidden a trove of family hair, with each lock of hair labeled
and dated. The strange ﬁnd propelled him to investigate: what might DNA
science reveal about the people -- Ball's family members, long dead -- to
whom the hair had belonged? Did the hair come from white relatives, as
family tradition insisted? How can genetic tests explain personal identity?
Part crime-scene investigation, part genealogical romp, The Genetic
Strand is a personal odyssey into DNA and family history. The story takes
the reader into forensics labs where technicians screen remains, using
genetics breakthroughs like DNA ﬁngerprinting, and into rooms where
fathers nervously await paternity test results. It also summons the
writer¹s entertaining and idiosyncratic family, such as Ball¹s antebellum
predecessor, Aunt Betsy, who published nutty books on good Southern
society; Kate Fuller, the enigmatic ancestor who may have introduced
African genes into the Ball family pool; and the author¹s ﬁrst cousin
Catherine, very much alive, who donates a cheek swab from a mouth
more attuned to sweet iced tea than DNA sampling. Writing gracefully but
pacing his story like an old-fashioned whodunit, Edward Ball tracks genes
shared across generations, adding suspense and personal meaning to
what the scientists and Nobel laureates tell us. A beguiling DNA tale, The
Genetic Strand reaches toward a new form of writing the genetic memoir.
Institutional Slavery Jennifer Oast 2016-01-05 This book focuses on slave
ownership in Virginia as it was practiced by a variety of institutions.
Slavery and the British Country House Andrew Hann 2013 In 2007
English Heritage commissioned initial research into links with transatlantic
slavery or its abolition amongst families who owned properties now in its
care. This was part of the commitment by English Heritage to
commemorate the bicentenary of the abolition of the British transatlantic
slave trade with work that would make a real diﬀerence to our
understanding of the historic environment in the longer term. The
research ﬁndings and those of other scholars and heritage practitioners
were presented at the 'Slavery and the British Country House' conference
which brought together academics, heritage professionals, country house
owners and community researchers from across Britain to explore how
country houses might be reconsidered in the light of their slavery linkages
and how such links have been and might be presented to visitors. Since
then the conference papers have been updated and reworked into a
cutting edge volume which represents the most current and
comprehensive consideration of slavery and the British country house as
yet undertaken.
The Yellow Demon of Fever Manuel Barcia 2020-01-01 A pathbreaking
history of how participants in the slave trade inﬂuenced the growth and
dissemination of medical knowledge As the slave trade brought
Europeans, Africans, and Americans into contact, diseases were traded
along with human lives. Manuel Barcia examines the battle waged against
disease, where traders fought against loss of proﬁts while enslaved
Africans fought for survival. Although eﬀorts to control disease and stop
epidemics from spreading brought little success, the medical knowledge
generated by people on both sides of the conﬂict contributed to
momentous change in the medical cultures of the Atlantic world.
The Washingtons of Wessyngton Plantation John F. Baker
2010-01-05 Traces the author's thirty-year research into his slave
ancestry, describing the history of the massive tobacco plantation where
his ancestors worked and his family's extensive genealogical legacy, in an
account complemented by dozens of rare photographs. 50,000 ﬁrst
printing.
Master of the Mountain Henry Wiencek 2012-10-16 Is there anything new
to say about Thomas Jeﬀerson and slavery? The answer is a resounding
yes. Master of the Mountain, Henry Wiencek's eloquent, persuasive
book—based on new information coming from archaeological work at
Monticello and on hitherto overlooked or disregarded evidence in
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Jeﬀerson's papers—opens up a huge, poorly understood dimension of
Jeﬀerson's world. We must, Wiencek suggests, follow the money. So far,
historians have oﬀered only easy irony or paradox to explain this
extraordinary Founding Father who was an emancipationist in his youth
and then recoiled from his own inspiring rhetoric and equivocated about
slavery; who enjoyed his renown as a revolutionary leader yet kept some
of his own children as slaves. But Wiencek's Jeﬀerson is a man of business
and public aﬀairs who makes a success of his debt-ridden plantation
thanks to what he calls the "silent proﬁts" gained from his slaves—and
thanks to a skewed moral universe that he and thousands of others
readily inhabited. We see Jeﬀerson taking out a slave-equity line of credit
with a Dutch bank to ﬁnance the building of Monticello and deftly creating
smoke screens when visitors are dismayed by his apparent endorsement
of a system they thought he'd vowed to overturn. It is not a pretty story.
Slave boys are whipped to make them work in the nail factory at
Monticello that pays Jeﬀerson's grocery bills. Parents are divided from
children—in his ledgers they are recast as money—while he composes
theories that obscure the dynamics of what some of his friends call "a vile
commerce." Many people of Jeﬀerson's time saw a catastrophe coming
and tried to stop it, but not Jeﬀerson. The pursuit of happiness had been
badly distorted, and an oligarchy was getting very rich. Is this the
quintessential American story?
Sisters in Hate Seyward Darby 2020-07-21 WITH A NEW FOREWARD
Journalist Seyward Darby's "masterfully reported and incisive" (Nell Irvin
Painter) exposé pulls back the curtain on modern racial and political
extremism in America telling the "eye-opening and unforgettable" (Ibram
X. Kendi) account of three women immersed in the white nationalist
movement. After the election of Donald J. Trump, journalist Seyward
Darby went looking for the women of the so-called "alt-right" -- really just
white nationalism with a new label. The mainstream media depicted the
alt-right as a bastion of angry white men, but was it? As women headlined
resistance to the Trump administration's bigotry and sexism, most notably
at the Women's Marches, Darby wanted to know why others were joining
a movement espousing racism and anti-feminism. Who were these
women, and what did their activism reveal about America's past, present,
and future? Darby researched dozens of women across the country before
settling on three -- Corinna Olsen, Ayla Stewart, and Lana Lokteﬀ. Each
was born in 1979, and became a white nationalist in the post-9/11 era.
Their respective stories of radicalization upend much of what we assume
about women, politics, and political extremism. Corinna, a professional
embalmer who was once a body builder, found community in white
nationalism before it was the alt-right, while she was grieving the death of
her brother and the end of hermarriage. For Corinna, hate was more than
just personal animus -- it could also bring people together. Eventually, she
decided to leave the movement and served as an informant for the FBI.
Ayla, a devoutly Christian mother of six, underwent a personal
transformation from self-professed feminist to far-right online personality.
Her identiﬁcation with the burgeoning "tradwife" movement reveals how
white nationalism traﬃcs in society's preferred, retrograde ways of seeing
women. Lana, who runs a right-wing media company with her husband,
enjoys greater fame and notoriety than many of her sisters in hate. Her
work disseminating and monetizing far-right dogma is a testament to the
power of disinformation. With acute psychological insight and eye-opening
reporting, Darby steps inside the contemporary hate movement and
draws connections to precursors like the Ku Klux Klan. Far more than
mere helpmeets, women like Corinna, Ayla, and Lana have been
sustaining features of white nationalism. Sisters in Hate shows how the
work women do to normalize and propagate racist extremism has
consequences well beyond the hate movement.
To the Finland Station Edmund Wilson 2019-11-12 One of the great works
of modern historical writing, the classic account of the ideas, people, and
politics that led to the Bolshevik Revolution Edmund Wilson's To the
Finland Station is intellectual history on a grand scale, full of romance,
idealism, intrigue, and conspiracy, that traces the revolutionary ideas that
shaped the modern world from the French Revolution up through Lenin's
arrival at Finland Station in St. Petersburg in 1917. Fueled by Wilson's own
passionate engagement with the ideas and politics at play, it is a lively
and vivid, sweeping account of a singular idea—that it is possible to
construct a society based on justice, equality, and freedom—gaining the
power to change history. Vico, Michelet, Bakunin, and especially
Marx—along with scores of other anarchists, socialists, nihilists, utopians,
and more—all come to life in these pages. And in Wilson's telling, their
stories and their ideas remain as alive, as provocative, as relevant now as
they were in their own time.
Remembering Generations Ashraf H. A. Rushdy 2003-01-14 Slavery is
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America's family secret, a partially hidden phantom that continues to
haunt our national imagination. Remembering Generations explores how
three contemporary African American writers artistically represent this
notion in novels about the enduring eﬀects of slavery on the descendants
of slaves in the post-civil rights era. Focusing on Gayl Jones's Corregidora
(1975), David Bradley's The Chaneysville Incident (1981), and Octavia
Butler's Kindred (1979), Ashraf Rushdy situates these works in their
cultural moment of production, highlighting the ways in which they
respond to contemporary debates about race and family. Tracing the
evolution of this literary form, he considers such works as Edward Ball's
Slaves in the Family (1998), in which descendants of slaveholders expose
the family secrets of their ancestors. Remembering Generations examines
how cultural works contribute to social debates, how a particular
representational form emerges out of a speciﬁc historical epoch, and how
some contemporary intellectuals meditate on the issue of historical
responsibility--of recognizing that the slave past continues to exert an
inﬂuence on contemporary American society.
Slaves in the Family Edward Ball 1998 Explores the slave-holding dynasty
of Elias Ball, a South Carolina plantation owner, the history of slave
uprisings, and the memories of the descendants of those slaves
Slave Counterpoint Philip D. Morgan 2012-12-01 On the eve of the
American Revolution, nearly three-quarters of all African Americans in
mainland British America lived in two regions: the Chesapeake, centered
in Virginia, and the Lowcountry, with its hub in South Carolina. Here, Philip
Morgan compares and contrasts African American life in these two
regional black cultures, exploring the diﬀerences as well as the
similarities. The result is a detailed and comprehensive view of slave life
in the colonial American South. Morgan explores the role of land and labor
in shaping culture, the everyday contacts of masters and slaves that
deﬁned the possibilities and limitations of cultural exchange, and ﬁnally
the interior lives of blacks--their social relations, their family and kin ties,
and the major symbolic dimensions of life: language, play, and religion.
He provides a balanced appreciation for the oppressiveness of bondage
and for the ability of slaves to shape their lives, showing that, whatever
the constraints, slaves contributed to the making of their history. Victims
of a brutal, dehumanizing system, slaves nevertheless strove to create
order in their lives, to preserve their humanity, to achieve dignity, and to
sustain dreams of a better future.
Inheriting the Trade Thomas Norman DeWolf 2008 Follows Thomas
DeWolf and other members of his family as they travel to New England,
West Africa, and Cuba to learn about the horrors of the slave trade, a
business in which their ancestors were deeply involved.
They Were Her Property Stephanie E. Jones-Rogers 2020-01-07 Winner of
the Los Angeles Times Book Prize in History A bold and searing
investigation into the role of white women in the American slave economy
“Compelling.”—Renee Graham, Boston Globe “Stunning.”—Rebecca
Onion, Slate “Makes a vital contribution to our understanding of our past
and present.”—Parul Sehgal, New York Times Bridging women’s history,
the history of the South, and African American history, this book makes a
bold argument about the role of white women in American slavery.
Historian Stephanie E. Jones-Rogers draws on a variety of sources to show
that slave‑owning women were sophisticated economic actors who
directly engaged in and beneﬁted from the South’s slave market. Because
women typically inherited more slaves than land, enslaved people were
often their primary source of wealth. Not only did white women often
refuse to cede ownership of their slaves to their husbands, they employed
management techniques that were as eﬀective and brutal as those used
by slave‑owning men. White women actively participated in the slave
market, proﬁted from it, and used it for economic and social
empowerment. By examining the economically entangled lives of
enslaved people and slave‑owning women, Jones-Rogers presents a
narrative that forces us to rethink the economics and social conventions
of slaveholding America.
The Sweet Hell Inside Edward Ball 2002-11-05 From National Book Award
winner Edward Ball comes The Sweet Hell Inside, the story of the
fascinating Harleston family of South Carolina, the progeny of a Southern
gentleman and his slave, who cast oﬀ their blemished roots and
prospered despite racial barriers. Enhanced by recollections from the
family's archivist, eighty-four-year-old Edwina Harleston Whitlock -- whose
bloodline the author shares. The Sweet Hell Inside features a celebrated
portrait artist whose subjects included industrialist Pierre du Pont; a black
classical composer in the Lost Generation of 1920s Paris; and an
orphanage founder who created the famous Jenkins Orphanage Band, a
deﬁnitive force in the development of ragtime and jazz. With evocative
and engrossing storytelling, Edward Ball introduces a cast of historical
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characters rarely seen before: cultured, vain, imperfect, rich, and black -a family of eccentrics who deﬁed social convention and ﬂourished.
American Tapestry Rachel L. Swarns 2012-06-19 A remarkable history
of First Lady Michelle Obama’s mixed ancestry, American Tapestry by
Rachel L. Swarns is nothing less than a breathtaking and expansive
portrait of America itself. In this extraordinary feat of genealogical
research—in the tradition of The Hemmingses of Monticello and Slaves in
the Family—author Swarns, a respected Washington-based reporter for
the New York Times, tells the fascinating and hitherto untold story of Ms.
Obama’s black, white, and multiracial ancestors; a history that the First
Lady herself did not know. At once epic, provocative, and inspiring,
American Tapestry is more than a true family saga; it is an illuminating
mirror in which we may all see ourselves.
Life of a Klansman Edward Ball 2020-06-02 The life and times of a militant
white supremacist, written by one of his oﬀspring, National Book
Award–winner Edward Ball Life of a Klansman tells the story of a warrior in
the Ku Klux Klan, a carpenter in Louisiana who took up the cause of
fanatical racism during the years after the Civil War. Author Edward Ball, a
descendant of the Klansman, paints a portrait of his family’s anti-black
militant that is part history, part memoir rich in personal detail. Sifting
through family lore about “our Klansman” as well as public and private
records, Ball reconstructs the story of his great-great grandfather,
Constant Lecorgne. A white French Creole, father of ﬁve, and working
class ship carpenter, Lecorgne had a career in white terror of notable and
bloody completeness: massacres, night riding, masked marches, street
rampages—all part of a tireless eﬀort that he and other Klansmen made
to restore white power when it was threatened by the emancipation of
four million enslaved African Americans. To oﬀer a non-white view of the
Ku-klux, Ball seeks out descendants of African Americans who were once
victimized by “our Klansman” and his comrades, and shares their stories.
For whites, to have a Klansman in the family tree is no rare thing:
Demographic estimates suggest that ﬁfty percent of whites in the United
States have at least one ancestor who belonged to the Ku Klux Klan at
some point in its history. That is, one-half of white Americans could write
a Klan family memoir, if they wished. In an era when racist ideology and
violence are again loose in the public square, Life of a Klansman oﬀers a
personal origin story for white supremacy. Ball’s family memoir traces the
vines that have grown from militant roots in the Old South into the bitter
fruit of the present, when whiteness is again a cause that can veer into
hate and domestic terror.
The Hairstons Henry Wiencek 2020-09-01 As the country enters a new era
of conversations around race and the enduring impact of slavery, The
Hairstons traces the rise and fall of the largest slaveholding family in the
Old South as its descendants—both black and white—grapple with the
twisted legacy of their past. Spanning two centuries of one family’s
history, The Hairstons tells the extraordinary story of the Hairston clan,
once the wealthiest family in the Old South and the largest slaveholder in
America. With several thousand black and white members, the Hairstons
of today share a complex and compelling history: divided in the time of
slavery, they have come to embrace their past as one family. For seven
years, journalist Henry Wiencek combed the far-reaching branches of the
Hairston family tree to piece together a family history that involves the
experiences of both plantation owners and their slaves. Crisscrossing the
old plantation country of Virginia, North Carolina, and Mississippi, The
Hairstons reconstructs the triumphant rise of the remarkable children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren of the enslaved as they fought to
take their rightful place in mainstream America. It also follows the white
descendants through the decline and fall of the Old South, and uncovers
the hidden history of slavery's curse—and how that curse followed
slaveholders for generations. Expertly weaving stories of horror, tragedy,
and heroism, The Hairstons addresses our nation’s attempt to untangle
the twisted legacy of the past, and provides a transcendent account of the
human power to overcome.
The Other Madisons Bettye Kearse 2020-03-24 “A Roots for a new
generation, rich in storytelling and steeped in history.” —Kirkus Reviews,
starred review “A compelling saga that gives a voice to those that history
tried to erase . . . Poignant and eye-opening, this is a must-read.”
—Booklist In The Other Madisons, Bettye Kearse—a descendant of an
enslaved cook and, according to oral tradition, President James
Madison—shares her family story and explores the issues of legacy, race,
and the powerful consequences of telling the whole truth. For thousands
of years, West African griots (men) and griottes (women) have recited the
stories of their people. Without this tradition Bettye Kearse would not
have known that she is a descendant of President James Madison and his
slave, and half-sister, Coreen. In 1990, Bettye became the eighthslaves-in-the-family-edward-ball
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generation griotte for her family. Their credo—“Always remember—you’re
a Madison. You come from African slaves and a president”—was intended
to be a source of pride, but for her, it echoed with abuses of slavery,
including rape and incest. Confronting those abuses, Bettye embarked on
a journey of discovery—of her ancestors, the nation, and herself. She
learned that wherever African slaves walked, recorded history silenced
their voices and buried their footsteps: beside a slave-holding fortress in
Ghana; below a federal building in New York City; and under a brick
walkway at James Madison’s Virginia plantation. When Bettye tried to
conﬁrm the information her ancestors had passed down, she encountered
obstacles at every turn. Part personal quest, part testimony, part
historical correction, The Other Madisons is the saga of an extraordinary
American family told by a griotte in search of the whole story.
Slaves in the Family Edward Ball 2017-10-24 Fifteen years after its
hardcover debut, the FSG Classics reissue of the celebrated work of
narrative nonﬁction that won the National Book Award and changed the
American conversation about race, with a new preface by the author The
Ball family hails from South Carolina—Charleston and thereabouts. Their
plantations were among the oldest and longest-standing plantations in the
South. Between 1698 and 1865, close to four thousand black people were
born into slavery under the Balls or were bought by them. In Slaves in the
Family, Edward Ball recounts his eﬀorts to track down and meet the
descendants of his family's slaves. Part historical narrative, part oral
history, part personal story of investigation and catharsis, Slaves in the
Family is, in the words of Pat Conroy, "a work of breathtaking generosity
and courage, a magniﬁcent study of the complexity and strangeness and
beauty of the word ‘family.'"
Slave Life in Georgia John Brown 1855
Another America: The Story of Liberia and the Former Slaves Who Ruled It
James Ciment 2013-08-13 The ﬁrst popular history of the former American
slaves who founded, ruled, and lost Africa's ﬁrst republic In 1820, a group
of about eighty African Americans reversed the course of history and
sailed back to Africa, to a place they would name after liberty itself. They
went under the banner of the American Colonization Society, a white
philanthropic organization with a dual agenda: to rid America of its blacks,
and to convert Africans to Christianity. The settlers staked out a
beachhead; their numbers grew as more boats arrived; and after breaking
free from their white overseers, they founded Liberia—Africa's ﬁrst black
republic—in 1847. James Ciment's Another America is the ﬁrst full account
of this dramatic experiment. With empathy and a sharp eye for human
foibles, Ciment reveals that the Americo-Liberians struggled to live up to
their high ideals. They wrote a stirring Declaration of Independence but
re-created the social order of antebellum Dixie, with themselves as the
master caste. Building plantations, holding elegant soirees, and exploiting
and even helping enslave the native Liberians, the persecuted became
the persecutors—until a lowly native sergeant murdered their president in
1980, ending 133 years of Americo rule. The rich cast of characters in
Another America rivals that of any novel. We encounter Marcus Garvey,
who coaxed his followers toward Liberia in the 1920s, and the rubber king
Harvey Firestone, who built his empire on the backs of native Liberians.
Among the Americoes themselves, we meet the brilliant intellectual
Edward Blyden, one of the ﬁrst black nationalists; the Baltimore-born
explorer Benjamin Anderson, seeking a legendary city of gold in the
Liberian hinterland; and President William Tubman, a descendant of
Georgia slaves, whose economic policies brought Cadillacs to the streets
of Monrovia, the Liberian capital. And then there are the natives, men like
Joseph Samson, who was adopted by a prominent Americo family and
later presided over the execution of his foster father during the 1980
coup. In making Liberia, the Americoes transplanted the virtues and vices
of their country of birth. The inspiring and troubled history they created is,
to a remarkable degree, the mirror image of our own.
Peninsula of Lies Edward Ball 2004 Peninsula of Lies is an enthralling
investigation of a bizarre life that begins in Kent, England with the birth of
an illegitimate baby and ends in south Carolina, USA with a sex-change
and a scandal.Edward Ball unwraps a mystery that has fascinated a
succession of authors in the past decade. Who was Gordon Langley Hall,
the illegitimate son of two servants at Sissinghurst Castle (home of author
Vita Sackville-West and her husband Harold Nicolson, diplomat, author
and politician)? Gordon becomes the recipient of the millions of an
American heiress, author of biographies (including the eccentric English
actress, Margaret Rutherford, the original screen 'Miss Marple'), and
moves to Charleston, south Carolina. There Gordon changes sex and
reinvents him/herself as Dawn Langley Hall. The mystery deepens when
Dawn marries a young black mechanic (the matrons of the stillsegregated Charleston are appalled), appears around the town apparantly
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pregnant a few months later claims that the daughter she is seen pushing
around the town in a pram is actually her own.Edward Ball, who won the
American National Book Award for Slaves in the Family, investigates Hall's
story and in the ﬁnal chapter oﬀers his solution.
The Sweet Hell Inside Edward Ball 2001-10-02 With the panoramic
story of one "colored elite" family who rises from the ashes of the Civil
War to create an American cultural dynasty Edward Ball oﬀers the
historical and, literary successor to his highly acclaimed Slaves in the
Family, a New York Times bestseller and winner of the 1998 National Book
Award. The Sweet Hell Inside recounts the lives of the Harleston family of
South Carolina, the progeny of a Southern gentleman and his slave who
cast oﬀ their blemished roots and achieved aﬄuence in part through a
surprisingly successful funeral parlor business. Their wealth aﬀorded the
Harlestons the comfort of chauﬀeurs, tailored clothes, and servants whose
skin was darker than theirs. It also launched the family into a generation
of glory as painters, performers, and photographers in the "high yellow"
society of America's colored upper class. The Harlestons' remarkable onehundred-year journey spans the waning days of Reconstruction, the
precious art world of the early 1900s, the back alleys of the Jazz Age, and
the dawn of the civil rights movement. Enhanced by the recollections of
the family's archivist, eighty-four-year-old Edwina Harleston Whitlock -whose bloodline the author sharesThe Sweet Hell Inside features a
portrait artist whose subjects included industrialist Pierre Du Pont; a black
classical composer in the Lost Generation of 1920s Paris; an orphanage
founder who created a famous brass band from the ranks of his
abandoned waifs, a number of whom went on to burgeoning careers in
jazz; and a Harleston mistress who doubled as an abortionist. With
evocative and engrossing storytelling, Edward Ball introduces a cast of
historical characters rarely seen before: cultured, vain, imperfect, rich,
and black, a family made up of eccentrics who deﬁed social convention
yet whose advantages could not protect them from segregation's locked
doors, a plague of early death, and the stigma of children born outside
marriage. The Sweet Hell Inside raises the curtain on a unique family
drama in the pageant of American life and uncovers a fascinating lost
world.
The Inventor and the Tycoon Edward Ball 2013-01-22 From the National
Book Award-winning author of Slaves in the Family, a riveting true life/true
crime narrative of the partnership between the murderer who invented
the movies and the robber baron who built the railroads. One hundred and
thirty years ago Eadweard Muybridge invented stop-motion photography,
anticipating and making possible motion pictures. He was the ﬁrst to
capture time and play it back for an audience, giving birth to visual media
and screen entertainments of all kinds. Yet the artist and inventor
Muybridge was also a murderer who killed coolly and meticulously, and
his trial is one of the early instances of a media sensation. His patron was
railroad tycoon (and former California governor) Leland Stanford, whose
particular obsession was whether four hooves of a running horse ever left
the ground at once. Stanford hired Muybridge and his camera to answer
that question. And between them, the murderer and the railroad mogul
launched the age of visual media. Set in California during its frontier
decades, The Tycoon and the Inventor interweaves Muybridge's quest to
unlock the secrets of motion through photography, an obsessive murder
plot, and the peculiar partnership of an eccentric inventor and a driven
entrepreneur. A tale from the great American West, this popular history
unspools a story of passion, wealth, and sinister ingenuity.
Escape on the Pearl Mary Kay Ricks 2009-10-13 On the evening of April
15, 1848, nearly eighty enslaved Americans attempted one of history's
most audacious escapes. Setting sail from Washington, D.C., on a
schooner named the Pearl, the fugitives began a daring 225-mile journey
to freedom in the North—and put in motion a furiously fought battle over
slavery in America that would consume Congress, the streets of the
capital, and the White House itself. Mary Kay Ricks's unforgettable
chronicle brings to life the Underground Railroad's largest escape
attempt, the seemingly immutable politics of slavery, and the individuals
who struggled to end it. Escape on the Pearl reveals the incredible
odyssey of those who were onboard, including the remarkable lives of
fugitives Mary and Emily Edmonson, the two sisters at the heart of this
true story of courage and determination.
Black Lies, White Lies Tony Brown 2009-05-05 PBS television
commentator and syndicated radio talk-show host Tony Brown has been
called an "out-of-the-box thinker" and, less delicately, and "equal
opportunity ass kicker." Those who attempt to pigeonhole him do so at
their own peril. This journalist, media commentator, self-help advocate,
entrepreneur, public speaker, ﬁlm director, and author is a hard man to
pin a label on -- and an even more diﬃcult man to fool. In Black Lies,
slaves-in-the-family-edward-ball
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White Lies, Tony Brown does what few high-proﬁle African Americans
have done before: He dares to challenge the lies of both Black and White
leaders, and he dares to tell the truth. He attacks White racism and Black
self-victimization with equal vehemence. He condemns integration as a
disastrous policy, not for just Blacks but for the entire country. And he
confronts the Black Talented Tenth, White liberals, conservatives,
Democrats, Republicans, demagogues, and racists on all sides for their
self-serving lies, their failures, and their lack of vision. But Tony Brown
does not simply slash and burn. He also oﬀers farsighted, workable
solutions to America's problems. He provides a blueprint for American
renewal bases on his belief that although we may not have come to this
country on the same ship, we are all now in the same boat.
African-Atlantic Cultures and the South Carolina Lowcountry Ras
Michael Brown 2012-08-27 African-Atlantic Cultures and the South
Carolina Lowcountry examines perceptions of the natural world revealed
by the religious ideas and practices of African-descended communities in
South Carolina from the colonial period into the twentieth century.
Focusing on Kongo nature spirits known as the simbi, Ras Michael Brown
describes the essential role religion played in key historical processes,
such as establishing new communities and incorporating American forms
of Christianity into an African-based spirituality. This book illuminates how
people of African descent engaged the spiritual landscape of the
Lowcountry through their subsistence practices, religious experiences and
political discourse.
Peninsula of Lies Edward Ball 2010-06-15 Peninsula of Lies is a nonﬁction
mystery, set in haunting locales and peopled with fascinating characters,
that unwraps the enigma of a woman named Dawn Langley Simmons, a
British writer who lived in Charleston, South Carolina, during the 1960s
and became the focus of one of the most unusual sexual scandals of the
last century. Born in England sometime before World War II, Dawn
Langley Simmons began life as a boy named Gordon Langley Hall. Gordon
was the son of servants at Sissinghurst Castle, the estate of Vita SackvilleWest, where as a child he met Vita's lover Virginia Woolf. In his twenties,
Gordon made his way to New York, where he became an author of society
biographies and befriended such grandes dames as the actress Margaret
Rutherford and the artist and heiress Isabel Whitney, who left him a small
fortune. The money allowed Gordon to buy a mansion in Charleston and
ﬁll it with period furniture, providing a stage for him to entertain more
great ladies and to climb the social ladder of the Southern gentry to its
heights. However, Gordon's world changed instantly in 1968, when at The
Johns Hopkins Hospital he underwent one of the ﬁrst sex-reassignment
surgeries, returning to Southern society and scandalizing Charleston as
the new Dawn Langley Hall. Dawn Hall furthermore announced that her
surgery had been corrective, because she'd actually been misidentiﬁed as
a boy at birth. Three months later, Dawn raised the stakes in stillsegregated Charleston when she arranged her very public marriage to a
young black mechanic, John-Paul Simmons. In due course, Dawn appeared
around town pregnant; ﬁnally, she could be seen pushing a baby carriage
with a child -- her daughter, Natasha. National Book Award-winning author
Edward Ball (Slaves in the Family) has written a detective story that
deciphers the riddle of Dawn Simmons, a once rich and infamous
changeling who died in 2000, her sexual identity never determined.
Peninsula of Lies is an engrossing narrative of a person who tested every
taboo, as well as the conﬁdence of observers in their own eyes.
Addicted to Danger Jim Wickwire 2010-05-11 Adventurist Jim Wickwire has
lived life on the edge -- literally. An eyewitness to glory, terror, and
tragedy above 20,000 feet, he has braved bitter cold, blinding storms, and
avalanches to become what the Los Angeles Times calls "one of America's
most extraordinary and accomplished high-altitude mountaineers."
Although his incredible exploits have inspired a feature on 60 Minutes, an
award-winning PBS documentary, a Broadway play, and a full-length ﬁlm,
he hasn't told his remarkable story in his own words -- until now. Among
the world's most intrepid and fearless climbers, Jim Wickwire has traveled
the globe, from Alaska to the Alps, from the Andes to the Himalayas, in
search of fresh challenges and new heights to conquer. Along the way he
accumulated an extraordinary roster of historic achievements. He was
one of the ﬁrst two Americans to reach the summit of the 28,250-foot K2,
the world's second highest peak, acknowledged as the toughest and most
dangerous to climb. He completed the ﬁrst alpine-style ascent of Alaska's
forbidding Mt. McKinley, spending several nights without tents in
snowcaves, crevasses, and open bivouacs. But with the triumphs came
harrowing incidents of suﬀering and loss that haunt him still. On one
climb, his shoulder broken by a fall, he watched helplessly as a friend
slowly froze to death, trapped in an ice crevasse. Buﬀeted by storms,
Wickwire spent two weeks utterly alone on a remote glacier before his
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families who became the emancipated owners of land they had worked in
bondage.
Iron Confederacies Scott Reynolds Nelson 2005-10-12 During
Reconstruction, an alliance of southern planters and northern capitalists
rebuilt the southern railway system using remnants of the Confederate
railroads that had been built and destroyed during the Civil War. In the
process of linking Virginia, the Carolinas, and Georgia by rail, this alliance
created one of the largest corporations in the world, engendered bitter
political struggles, and transformed the South in lasting ways, says Scott
Nelson. Iron Confederacies uses the history of southern railways to
explore linkages among the themes of states' rights, racial violence, labor
strife, and big business in the nineteenth-century South. By 1868, Ku Klux
Klan leaders had begun mobilizing white resentment against rapid
economic change by asserting that railroad consolidation led to political
corruption and black economic success. As Nelson notes, some of the
Klan's most violent activity was concentrated along the Richmond-Atlanta
rail corridor. But conﬂicts over railroads were eventually resolved, he
argues, in agreements between northern railroad barons and Klan leaders
that allowed white terrorism against black voters while surrendering
states' control over the southern economy.
Sarah Johnson's Mount Vernon Scott E. Casper 2009-01-20 A
revisionist study of Mount Vernon draws on the experiences of former
slave Sarah Johnson, who spent more than ﬁfty years at the home of
America's ﬁrst president, both before and after emancipation, to describe
the contributions of hundreds of African Americans in creating the legacy
of Mount Vernon as an American shrine.
Reminiscences of Levi Coﬃn, the Reputed President of the Underground
Railroad Levi Coﬃn 1880
Slaves in the Family Edward Ball 1998-12 Explores the slave-holding
dynasty of Elias Ball, a South Carolina plantation owner, the history of
slave uprisings, and the memories of the descendants of those slaves
Denmark Vesey’s Garden Ethan J. Kytle 2018-04-03 One of Janet
Maslin’s Favorite Books of 2018, The New York Times One of John
Warner’s Favorite Books of 2018, Chicago Tribune Named one of the
“Best Civil War Books of 2018” by the Civil War Monitor “A fascinating and
important new historical study.” —Janet Maslin, The New York Times “A
stunning contribution to the historiography of Civil War memory studies.”
—Civil War Times The stunning, groundbreaking account of “the ways in
which our nation has tried to come to grips with its original sin”
(Providence Journal) Hailed by the New York Times as a “fascinating and
important new historical study that examines . . . the place where the
ways slavery is remembered mattered most,” Denmark Vesey’s Garden
“maps competing memories of slavery from abolition to the very recent
struggle to rename or remove Confederate symbols across the country”
(The New Republic). This timely book reveals the deep roots of presentday controversies and traces them to the capital of slavery in the United
States: Charleston, South Carolina, where almost half of the slaves
brought to the United States stepped onto our shores, where the ﬁrst shot
at Fort Sumter began the Civil War, and where Dylann Roof murdered
nine people at Emanuel A.M.E. Church, which was co-founded by Denmark
Vesey, a black revolutionary who plotted a massive slave insurrection in
1822. As they examine public rituals, controversial monuments, and
competing musical traditions, “Kytle and Roberts’s combination of
encyclopedic knowledge of Charleston’s history and empathy with its
inhabitants’ past and present struggles make them ideal guides to this
troubled history” (Publishers Weekly, starred review). A work the Civil War
Times called “a stunning contribution, ” Denmark Vesey’s Garden exposes
a hidden dimension of America’s deep racial divide, joining the small
bookshelf of major, paradigm-shifting interpretations of slavery’s enduring
legacy in the United States.

rescue. On two other expeditions he witnessed three fellow climbers
plunge thousands of feet, vanishing into the mountain mist. A successful
Seattle attorney, Wickwire climbed his ﬁrst mountain in 1960 and
discovered the wonder of leaving behind the complexities of the civilized
world for the pure life-and-death logic of granite, glacier, and snow.
Deeply compelled by the allure of nature and the thrill of risk, he pushed
himself to the limits of physical and mental endurance for thirty-ﬁve
years, ultimately climbing into legend. After more than three decades of
uncommon challenges, Wickwire faced a crisis of heart -- a turning point
that threatened his faith in himself and his hope in the future. How he
reassessed his priorities and rededicated his life -- to his family and to his
community -- completes a unique and moving portrait of one man's
courage, commitment , and grace under pressure. Addicted to Danger is a
tale of adventure in its truest sense.
Mrs. Lincoln and Mrs. Keckly Jennifer Fleischner 2007-12-18 A vibrant
social history set against the backdrop of the Antebellum south and the
Civil War that recreates the lives and friendship of two exceptional
women: First Lady Mary Todd Lincoln and her mulatto dressmaker,
Elizabeth Keckly. “I consider you my best living friend,” Mary Lincoln
wrote to Elizabeth Keckly in 1867, and indeed theirs was a close, if
tumultuous, relationship. Born into slavery, mulatto Elizabeth Keckly was
Mary Lincoln’s dressmaker, conﬁdante, and mainstay during the diﬃcult
years that the Lincolns occupied the White House and the early years of
Mary’s widowhood. But she was a fascinating woman in her own right,
Lizzy had bought her freedom in 1855 and come to Washington
determined to make a life for herself. She was independent and already
well-established as the dressmaker to the Washington elite when she was
ﬁrst hired by Mary Lincoln upon her arrival in the nation’s capital. Mary
Lincoln hired Lizzy in part because she was considered a “high society”
seamstress and Mary, as an outsider in Washington’s social circles, was
desperate for social cachet. With her husband struggling to keep the
nation together, Mary turned increasingly to her seamstress for
companionship, support, and advice—and over the course of those trying
years, Lizzy Keckly became her conﬁdante and closest friend. Historian
Jennifer Fleischner allows us to glimpse the intimate dynamics of this
unusual friendship for the ﬁrst time, and traces the pivotal events that
enabled these two women to forge such an unlikely bond at a time when
relations between blacks and whites were tearing the nation apart. Mrs.
Lincoln and Mrs. Keckly is a remarkable work of scholarship that explores
the legacy of slavery and sheds new light on the Lincoln White House.
The Half Has Never Been Told Edward E Baptist 2016-10-25 Winner of
the 2015 Avery O. Craven Prize from the Organization of American
Historians Winner of the 2015 Sidney Hillman Prize A groundbreaking
history demonstrating that America's economic supremacy was built on
the backs of slaves Americans tend to cast slavery as a pre-modern
institution -- the nation's original sin, perhaps, but isolated in time and
divorced from America's later success. But to do so robs the millions who
suﬀered in bondage of their full legacy. As historian Edward E. Baptist
reveals in The Half Has Never Been Told, the expansion of slavery in the
ﬁrst eight decades after American independence drove the evolution and
modernization of the United States. In the span of a single lifetime, the
South grew from a narrow coastal strip of worn-out tobacco plantations to
a continental cotton empire, and the United States grew into a modern,
industrial, and capitalist economy. Told through intimate slave narratives,
plantation records, newspapers, and the words of politicians,
entrepreneurs, and escaped slaves, The Half Has Never Been Told oﬀers a
radical new interpretation of American history.
A Mind to Stay Sydney Nathans 2017-02-20 Sydney Nathans oﬀers a
counterpoint to the narrative of the Great Migration, a central theme of
black liberation in the twentieth century. He tells the story of enslaved
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